
SUDAN 
Port Sudan Paediatric Centre

EMERGENCY began working in Port Sudan in 2011 to provide paediatric care in an extremely poor 
area, where there are no free health facilities despite a population of 800,000 people. 

The Centre provides free health care to children up to 14 years of age and is used for cardiac 
screening and follow-up for cardiac patients treated at the Salam Centre for Cardiac Surgery in 
Khartoum and living in the Red Sea State. 

Since the beginning of the activities, the Centre has hosted 11 screening missions, offering 636 
cardiological consultations. Cardiac patients who require surgery are transferred to the Salam Centre. 

A vaccination programme was launched in July 2012 in partnership with the local Ministry of Health. 
Thanks to this program, children can complete the cycle of vaccinations required by international 
protocols and pregnant women can receive tetanus vaccines.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
With the co-financing provided by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs-Cooperation - which supports 
the Paediatric Centre's activities until March 2017 - EMERGENCY implements a preventive medicine 
programme that takes place every week and organises daily health education sessions for women 
and relatives of patients in the Paediatric Centre. Health promoters visit communities and the main 
gathering places in the area on a weekly basis to provide health and hygiene education activities 
focusing on children and their families.
 
Vaccinations, information on good practices for minimising the risk of contracting malaria and other 
infectious diseases, dietary advice, and monitoring of sick children undergoing treatment are decisive 
steps towards improving the general health of children in their community. 

In collaboration with the Port Sudan Academy of Health Science, EMERGENCY trains local staff, 
medical and nursing students through an on-the-job programme training and seminars. This 
programme demonstrates that the Sudanese authorities recognise the value of EMERGENCY's work 
and its role as trainer of local health professionals. 

In 2016, 50.4% of hospitalised children was less than one year old and 87% less than five years old. 
The most common pathologies are infectious diseases, gastrointestinal and respiratory tract 
infections. 

Operational Areas: Paediatrics, Paediatric A&E, 
Preventive medicine

Facilities: 2 Paediatric clinics, Cardiology clinic, 
Ultrasound room, Radiology room, Analysis lab, 
Pharmacy, In-patients ward, Sub-intensive therapy, 
Warehouse, Offices, Services, Reception area and 
Outdoor play area, Technical and auxiliary services.

Capacity: 18 beds.

International staff: 1 medical coordinator, 1 paediatrician, 
2 paediatric nurses, 1 logistician.

National staff: 103 including doctors, nurses and medical 
staff, administration and ancillary services staff

From the beginning of activities to December 2016:
Outpatient consultations: 109,951
Patients hospitalised: 5,509
Cardiac screening and follow-up visits: 636
Beneficiaries of the preventive medicine program: 18,052

From January to December 2016:
Outpatient consultations: 21,293
Patients hospitalised: 1,368
Cardiac screening and follow-up visits: 163
Beneficiaries of the preventive medicine program: 7,299

The United Nations Human Development Index ranks Sudan in 167th place out of 188 countries. 
Armed conflicts continue to threaten the country's security and have caused the displacement of over 
2 million people. Nearly half of the population lives below the poverty line and 1 in 6 children is 
estimated to be acutely malnourished.

EMERGENCY began operations in Sudan in 2004, in Al Fashir (North Darfur), rebuilding and 
equipping the Emergency Surgery Department and Operating Theatre in the city hospital. In 2005, 
EMERGENCY opened the Paediatric Centre in the Mayo camp, a few kilometres from the capital, 
Khartoum, to provide free medical care to children up to 14 years of age. 

In the same year, EMERGENCY began the construction of a Regional Centre for Cardiac Surgery in 
Khartoum. Indeed, the need for cardiac surgery is compelling in the region, where rheumatic heart 
disease remains a major cause of death, despite being preventable and imminently treatable. 

In order to reduce morbidity and mortality in the region, EMERGENCY has built a network of 
paediatric centres in Sudan and in neighbouring countries. These centres work as satellites of 
EMERGENCY's Centre for Cardiac Surgery and, in addition to the provision of paediatric care, host 
periodic screening missions aimed at identifying patients in need of cardiac surgery. 

Two of these satellite centres were opened in Sudan: the first, opened in July 2010, was located in 
Nyala (Darfur) and closed following the kidnapping of one of our humanitarian aid workers; the 
second, opened in December 2011, is in Port Sudan, Red Sea State.


